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these, every other problem   paled   into   insignificance,   These   problems could not be
solved without the attainment of political Independence.

As usual wherever he went he received a number of  addresses from Municipalities
Local Boards and other public bodies and associations.                                                '

Press Statements of the President
Political Prisoners' Day
Seven years ago, on September 13, died Jatin Das in a Lahore prison on the
sixty-first day of his hunger-strike. This brave and gentle and lovable boy gave his
life voluntarily in protest against the treatment given to political prisoners. India
was moved and stirred by this self-immolation and the memory of its moves us
strangely still, and questions arise in our minds, disturbing, accusing questions. What
have we done for the cause for which Jatin Das gave his life ? Have we done all
we could for the betterment of the lot of the political prisoners, those soldiers of
freedom whose life is one of continuous suffering and sacrifice ?
In recent months Jogesh Chatterjee underwent a long ordeal by hunger-strike for
this purpose. He was induced at last to give this up on the assurance that every
effort will he made to organise public opinion on this subject. Babu Rajendra
Prasad, the president of the All India Political Prisoners' Committee issued a com-
prehensive statement re-stating the demands of political prisoners for humane treat-
ment. "Wo have many preoccupations and urgent problems face us, but we may not
forget the lot of our comrades in prison in India, in detention camps, in the
Andamans, and we must ceaselessly press for their better treatment, in particular
for more human contacts by more frequent interviews and letters, and mental food
through books, newspapers and writing materials. We must insist on the ending of
solitary confinement, which is such a torture to the sensitive and cultured, and on
the removal of political prisoners from the Andamans.
This and much else we must bear in mind and work for, and it is fitting that
on the anniversary of Jatin Das's death we should think of him and all those^who
are suffering silently behind prison bars. I commend to all Congress Committees
and Congressmen to observe Sunday September 13 as Political Prisoners' Day and to
hold public meetings where resolutions based on Rajendra Babu's statement should
be passed.
Brussels Peace Conference
On the 6th of September the World Peace Congress meets at Brussels. ^Among
the many efforts that have been made to consolidate the forces of peace, this Con-
gress is the most remarkable and it represents, more than any other, a consolidation
of all the forces in the world today that stand for peace and progress. The most
diverse elements and groups ranging from some members of the Conservative Party
in England, Liberals, Labourites, supporters of the Popular Front in Prance, enthu-
siasts for the League of Nations idea, Pacifists, Socialists, Communists, heads of
progressive governments in Europe, and innumerable organisations all over the world,
have joined their forces to combat the growing menace of Fascism and world war.
Our own National Congress is taking full part in this world Congress and will be
represented by Mr. V. E. Krishna Menon.
. It is strange that this Congress should meet just when the world-seems to be OE
ihe^Yerge of the precipice and terrible war on an unimaginable scale threatens the
entire world; when in Spain a bloody and horrible civil war is devastating the
ccrantry; when every country is preparing feverishly for the clash that seems inevi-
table. Yet that is the very reason why this World Peace Congress has- become
inevitable and has drawn to its ranks such diverse groups which are prepared to
sink their many differences in face of the common danger.
In Spain to-day we have some indication of the horror that might overtake the
world on-a much larger scale. There a peacefully elected democratic government
TO?i??fc ^5 ^e Progressive elements was suddenly attacked by the rebel groups
wim the aid of a mercenary army from abroad. And these reoels have received
comfort and material aid from fascist countries, and there has been no lack of
sympathy for them even in Britain. Those who talk so loudly of law and order in
Ma, do not hesitate to support the rebels against the Government in Spain. That
bwemment was not even Socialistic^ Jit- was a liberal democratic regime. Bat